Review article: the pathogenesis of fibrosis in non-alcoholic steatohepatitis.
Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis has been recognized as a significant cause of end-stage liver disease and hepatic decompensation. Despite the growing interest in this condition, the molecular mechanisms underlying the development of fibrosis in this setting are only partially understood. In this article, the cellular and molecular basis of fibrosis in chronic liver disease are briefly outlined. In addition, mechanisms specifically operating in the context of fatty liver and steatohepatitis are examined, including: insulin resistance, oxidative stress, and inflammation. Finally, recent developments indicating the possible contribution of cytokines derived from adipose tissue (adipokines) to liver fibrosis is discussed.